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TROPICAL CYCLONE 02A

Figure 3-02A-1. A partially exposed low-level circulation is visible to the east of TC(12A’s central cloud mass (1103OOZ-
1104OOZJune DMSP visual digitized mosaic).

Two weeks after TCOIB formed in the Bay of Bengal, a small low-level circulation center devel-
oped in the monsoon trough in the Arabian Sea. Increasing convection prompted JTWC to mention it
on the 04 1800Z June Significant Tropical Weather Advisory. As convective organization rapidly
improved, this was followed by a Tropical Cyclone Formation Alert at 042300Z, and the first warning
at 050600Z. However, strong upper-level easterly winds restricted the outflow aloft, keeping the
cyclone at minimum tropical storm intensity over the next five days as it tracked slowly westward
across the Arabian Sea. Interpretation of DMSP microwave imagery on 7 June indicated that the low-
level circulation was further east than analyzed from infrared data, resulting in a relocated position and
an amended forecast at O721OOZ. As the presence of upper-level shear persisted, TC02A gradually
weakened. The final warning was issued by JTWC at 1206(3OZas the cyclone dissipated over the open
ocean just north of the island of Socotra. TC02A was the first of four tropical cyclones to develop dur-
ing 1992 in the Arabian Sea a basin that averages only one per year
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